
   

St. Sylvester R. C. Church 
68 Ohio Avenue, Medford, NY  11763 

A community praying, growing, serving & welcoming in Jesus Christ. 

February 11, 2018 
6th Sunday in Ordinary Time 

A leper came to Jesus and kneeling down begged him and said, 
“If you wish, you can make me clean.” 

 
Moved with pity, Jesus stretched out his hand,  

touched him and said to him, 
“I do will it.  Be made clean.” 

 
The leprosy let him immediately, and he was made clean. 



Office Information 
Parish Office: (631)475-4506 ext 101;   Fax  (631)475-1057   email:  parishoffice@stsylvesterli.org 
 M, Tu, W ~ 9am - 12 & 1 - 8:30pm;  Th, Fri ~ 9am - 12 & 1 - 5pm;    Su ~ 9:30am - 12:30pm 
  

Faith Formation Office: (631)475-4506 ext. 118      email:  faithformation@stsylvesterli.org 
Please call (631)475-4506 ext. 118 to make an appointment and we will be happy to serve you! 
 

Clare House: (631)475-4506;  Fax  (631)475-6058 
M & W ~  9:30am-12pm, 1pm-3:30pm    Wed Night~ 5:30pm-7:30pm   Fr ~  9:30am-11:30am 
  

Thrift Shop: (631)475-4506   
Tu, Wed & Th ~ 10am - 3pm;     Sat ~ 10am - 1pm  

HELP PROTECT OUR CHILDREN 
TO REPORT SEXUAL ABUSE involving diocesan personnel, priests, deacons, teachers, employees or volunteers at schools or churches in the  Diocese of Rockville Centre, please call our confidential 

hotline number at 1‐516‐594‐9063 and speak with Mary McMahon, LCSW, Director.  
 

 IF YOU SUSPECT a child or vulnerable adult is being—or has been abused, call the New York State Hotline phone number:  1‐800‐342‐3720 
 

 If you suspect someone is in immediate danger, call 911. 

Eucharist:   
Weekends: Sat: 5pm    Sunday: 7:30am, 9:00am & 11am          Holy Days as announced 
Weekdays: M, Tu, Th and Fr: Mass in the Parish Center @ 8:30am  
 

Baptisms:  Celebrated on pre-determined Sunday afternoons. Prior to making plans, call the 
Parish Center  for Baptism dates, for preparation class dates, and important information 
regarding Godparents. 
 

Reconciliation: Saturday at 12 noon or by appointment. 
 

Confirmation:  In the Fall for the youth of  the parish.  Adults and young adults can also be 
confirmed at Pentecost.  Please call the Faith Formation Office. 
 

Marriage: Friday @ 3, 4:30, 6pm, Saturday @ 10:30am & 2:30pm.   Arrangements must be 
made one year prior to the requested date.  Please be aware that all the Sacraments of   
Initiation should have been celebrated prior to the requested wedding date and  Pre-Cana 
preparation is required. No plans should be made prior to meeting with a priest or deacon. 
 

Anointing of  the Sick: Every second Friday of  the month @ 8:30am Mass for those needing 
surgery, or serious medical treatment, or seeking spiritual healing. 

Pastoral Leadership Team 
Rev. Thomas W. Coby, Pastor   Michael Lofaro, Faith Formation Administrator  
Deacon Joseph Mystkowski   Frances McMahon,  Faith Formation Director 
Deacon George Riegger, Retired   Justin McMahon,  Parish Social Ministry Director 
Deacon Frank Rivera    Lori Zito, Stewardship Director                          
Theresa Ellner, Business Manager         

We Celebrate! 

We are here for you! 

Visit our website at: www.stsylvesterli.org 



READINGS FOR THE WEEK 

2/12:  Jas 1:1‐11             Ps 119:67‐68, 71‐72, 75‐76 

  Mk 8:11‐13 

2/13:  Jas 1:12‐18    Ps 94:12‐15, 18‐19 

  Mk 8:14‐21 

2/14:  Jl 2:12‐18    Ps 51:3‐6, 12‐14, 17 

  2 Cor 5:20—6:2   Mt 6:1‐6, 16‐18 

2/15:  Dt 30:15‐20    Ps 1:1‐4, 6 

  Lk 9:22‐25 

2/16:  Is 58:1‐9    Ps 51:3‐6, 18‐19 

  Mt 9:14‐15 

2/17:  Is 58:9‐14    Ps 86:1‐6 

  Lk 5:27‐32 

2/18:  Gn 9:8‐15    Ps 25:4‐9 

  1Pt 3:18‐22    Mk 1:12‐15 

MASS INTENTIONS 
Saturday, February 10, 2018 
5:00pm Marie Touhey 
 Matteo, Caravana & Confessore Families 
 (Living & Deceased)  
 Maura Breheny 
 William Buckley 
Sunday, February 11, 2018 
7:30am Gerald Ednie, Jr. (26th Anniversary) 
9:00am Susan Keesser (5th Anniversary) 
11:00am Vito Farello    
Tuesday, February 13, 2018 
8:30am For the People of St. Sylvester 
Wednesday, February 14, 2018 
8:30am Richard Davis 
7:00pm Peter Martino 
Friday, February 16, 2018 
8:30am Arthur Pollaci 
Saturday, February 17, 2018 
5:00pm Theresa Staib 
 MaryAnn Levin 
Sunday, February 18, 2018 
7:30am Dorothy E. Rooney 
9:00am Joseph & Helen McAleer    
11:00am Walter Touhey, Jr.                                                                                                                                                          

We pray for all who are sick, especially . . . 

 
Eva D’Amato, Robert Orlowski,  Nina Caravana,  
Martha Lee, Winnie Mulderig, Catherine Hines, Bob 
Prentiss, Jose Nunez, Jessica Deck, Laurie Saper,  Rose 
Masucci, Baby Bryanna Spencer, Pam Hinton, Pam 
Filasky, Ken Terry, Brian Podlesny,  Roger Chin-Sang, 
Jenna Knoblauch, Sasha  Medile, Theresa O’Connor, 
Baby Elliot Garay, Michael Goode, Iris DelValle, Nef 
Nieves, Louis Donisi, Joanne Clarke, Richard Gross, 
Christopher Gehrig, Angelina Pagano, Ricky Langhorn, 
Edward Rafferty, Michelle Clark, Barbara Bruzzo, Ann 
Vidal, Laura Mockler, Diane Ruiz, Margaret DiMasso, 
Martha Benvenuto, Olivia Grace DeFeo, Joel Rivera,  
Miguel Durante, Rosemarie Pugliese, Diana Erickson, 
Frank Cayea, Edward Mowat, Dorothy Birdsall,  
Jack Frey, Baby Valentina Brescia, The Abano Family, 
Michael Dolan 

We  pray for all who have died, especially . . . 
 

Catherine Holzmann, Cynthia Ann Laschever 

We Pray 

  

The Bread  

used at this weekend’s liturgies 

are the gifts of Kris & Bob Gunn 

in loving memory of  

Arthur Pollaci 

Let’s Be Practical! 
 

Due to the current flu epidemic, we will 

not be offering Communion under the 

Species of Bread and Wine.  Until further 

notice, we will offer Communion under 

the Species of Bread only. 

 

In addition, the Sign of Peace can be  

offered with a nod of the head or a wave 

of the hand.   

 

These simple precautions 

 are being implemented  

to reduce the risk of  

spreading the flu! 



We Pray 

  
  

Ash Wednesday  
is February 14.   

  
Distribution of Ashes will take place 

during our prayer at the  
following times: 

  
  

  
  

  
  
 

 
8:30am ~ Mass  

  
12:00pm ~ Prayer Service 

  
4:30pm ~ Prayer Service 

  
7:00pm ~ Mass 

   
   

  

 

All Catholics who have reached their fourteenth year are bound to  

abstain entirely from meat on Ash Wednesday and all Fridays of              

Lent.  All Catholics between the ages of eighteen and fifty‐nine  

inclusive  should observe the law of fast on Ash Wednesday and                    

Good Friday.  This means limiting oneself to a single full meal and avoiding food  

between meals.  Two other light meals, which together do not equal a full meal, may 

be taken during the day. 

 
 



RCIA is for those who. . . 
 

•     Have never been baptized and are interested in becoming Catholic.                        
 
•   Are baptized non-Catholic but would like to become a member of the Catholic    
 community. 
 
•     Are baptized Catholic but never received Communion and/or Confirmation. 
 
•     Are struggling with questions about life, death, suffering, hope, forgiveness, 

 love, God . . . 
 
•     Are Catholic and would like to be a member of the Team and help by sharing 

 your faith, being a sponsor, or setting up hospitality. 
  
 
If you would like more information, please speak with Fran McMahon at 631-475-
4506 ext 107.  

Faith Formation 

   Adults Seeking Confirmation 
  

Were you baptized Catholic, received First Holy Communion, but for some 
reason never celebrated the Sacrament of Confirmation?  Coming to  
St. Sylvester on Tuesdays, beginning February 27, 2018,  is a process for 
adults who would like to prepare for the Sacrament of Confirmation.   For  
details, call Fran McMahon at 475‐4506 ext 107. 

Reminder  

 

There are no classes this week, February 12, 13 & 14.  We encourage all families 
to come to Church on Ash Wednesday.  Please see page 4 of this bulletin for the 
Ash Wednesday Mass and Service schedule. 

Are you sitting outside in your car or in the Parish Center .…  
while your child or grandchild is in his/her Faith Formation Class? 

 
If so, we invite you to think about serving the parish community by joining the  
Hall Guardian Ministry Team as a Substitute Hall Guardian. 

 
For more information, please call Terése in the Faith Formation Office: 
631-475-4506, ext. 118. 

Hall 
Guardian 



Parish Social Ministry 



Parish Social Ministry 



Parish Social Ministry 



Faith Direct 
 

 It’s Easy   

It’s Safe   

It’s the Way to Give! 
  

To learn about or enroll in this  

automated giving program, just log onto 

www.faithdirect.net 

and use our Church code NY285. 
 

Sign‐up forms are available in the Parish Office. 

Stewardship 
Gifts of Treasure 

 

  

February 4, 2018 
 

Regular ~ $8,520 

Renovation ~ $297        Solar ~ $194 

 Reflection 
 

In today’s second reading, St. Paul urges the 

Corinthians to “do all for glory of God.”  If we 

follow that advice in everything we do, we can‐

not help but be good stewards. 
 

Living Stewardship 
 

We are grateful for all stewards who use their 

gifts to welcome and offer hospitality to those 

who are frequently shunned . . . The stranger, 

the immigrant, the homeless, the physically 

and/or mentally ill and the poor. 

Church In Need 
Next weekend, February 17/18,  there is a  

second envelope for “Church In Need”.  The 

monies collected will be shared among three 

areas of the world where there is great need for 

help: Central and Eastern Europe, Latin  

America and Africa.  Please place the specially 

marked envelope in the regular collection  

basket. 
 

Thank you for your generosity. 

Supporting  
Dramatic Missionary Growth  
on Long Island and Beyond 

“Each of us must respond to the  
gift of mercy in our hearts 

by getting up and  
putting mercy into action.” 

-Pope Francis 

Catholic Ministries Appeal 
2018 

Please consider making a gift to the 
2018 Catholic Ministries Appeal 

 
Pledge _________           Parish:  St. Sylvester 
 
Signature of Donor:  ___________________ 
  

Please Print: 
  

Name: _________________________________ 
  
Address: _______________________________ 
  
               _______________________________ 
  
Phone: ________________________________ 
  
   

Please drop in collection basket or return to 
the Parish Center.  Thank you. 



Parish Life 
The Week Ahead 

Sunday, February 11, 2018 

Hospitality after 9am & 11am Mass ~ PDH 

Children’s Choir Rehearsal ~ 9:45am ~ WR 

Children’s Liturgy at 11am Mass 

Baptisms ~ 12:30pm ~ Church 

Monday ~ February 12, 2018 

ALL OFFICES CLOSED 

Tuesday ~ February 13, 2018 

Art Class ~ 9am ~ East Wing 

Legion of Mary ~ 1:30pm ~ Room 8 

Ash Wednesday ~ February 14, 2018 

Ash Wednesday Masses at 8:30am & 7pm 

Ash Wednesday Services at 12pm & 4:30pm 

 Thursday ~ February 15, 2018 

Al‐Anon ~ 9:45am ~ Room 2 

Moving On Peer Support Group~ 2:30pm ~ EW 

Friday ~ February 16, 2018 

Carmelite Mass ~ 7pm ~ Worship Room 

Carmelite Meeting ~ 8pm ~ East Wing 

Charismatic Prayer Group ~ 8pm ~ WR 

Saturday, February 17, 2018 

Art Class ~ 9am ~ PDH 

Please Read! 
 

All offices will be closed 
this Monday, February 12th 
so that all staff may attend a 

Day of Prayer. 
 

There will be NO MORNING MASS 
and all activities are canceled. 

“Moving On” Peer Support Group 
  

Losing a lifetime partner can have you feeling lost 

and without purpose.   “Moving On” is a group of 

widows and widowers who come together once a 

month to help each other find that purpose.   

Through discussion and prayerful contemplation, 

we support one another in our attempts to get on 

with our lives in a meaningful way.  Our next 

meeting is Thursday, February 15 at 2:30 p.m.  

Please join us then.  Eileen & Martha ~ Coordinators 



1935 N. Ocean Avenue 
Farmingville, NY 11738 

Tickets are $10 each and can be purchased after 
Masses on February 3/4, 10/11, 17/18  

and in the Parish Office ~ 631-475-4506, ext. 101 
 

Meal Includes:  Pancakes, sausage, scrambled eggs and a 
beverage (coffee, juice, soda or tea).  Ticket valid for 
pancake event only.  Applebee’s® menu items are not in-
cluded as part of purchase. 
 

All proceeds benefit St. Sylvester Parish. 
 

   



Bishop’s Lenten Letter 



Bishop’s Lenten Letter 



Bishop’s Lenten Letter 

Lenten Opportunities 
Getting Ready For Holy Week ~ a Retreat Day with Fr. Hugh Gillespie at Our Lady of the Island 

Shrine in Manorville, Saturday, March 3rd.  Rosary at 10am, 11:30am Mass, 1:3pm Conference and 

3pm Prayer.  Call 631‐325‐0661 for more information. 

 

Lenten Day of Prayer at the Seminary ~ “A Lenten Tale Told to God” ~ with Rev. Patrick J. Griffin,  

Executive Director, Vincentian Center for Church & Society at St. John’s University, Sunday,  

March 4, 9:30am to 3pm.  Conferences, Lunch, Confession and Mass.  $30 per guest.  RSVP by  

February 25, 2018 to 631‐423‐0483. 






